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The Wisdom Seminar Notes
for Certified Master Presenters
 

· Certified Presenters present The Wisdom Seminar
· Master Certified Presenters present The Wisdom Seminar for Pastors and Leaders so that they can present The Wisdom Seminar to their church or group.

These presenter notes are provided as an example for presenters to use. It is not assumed that you need to present all of them. You are encouraged to take liberties and share your own stories and personalize the presentation to make it more interesting and impactful to your listeners.



Introduction

· Introduce yourself
· Share why you love Proverbs and share why you love wisdom.
· Share a story about how you’ve experienced a taste for wisdom or a benefit of wisdom.

Note: It’s difficult to present The Wisdom Seminar to others when one doesn’t have a custom of pursuing wisdom in Proverbs themselves. If it’s not already started, it can begin at this moment. If you’d like to make it your custom, you can share something like this with those you are leading:

· “The pursuit of wisdom is a goal Proverbs lifts up as the greatest prize we can acquire. In order to pursue wisdom myself, I’ve made it my custom to each day read the chapter of Proverbs which corresponds with the date in hopes that over time the wisdom of God will grow in me.”

· Share how long you will spend presenting The Wisdom Seminar today. It may be as little as 90 minutes showing the 12 core videos? Or it could be as long as three hours if you share all available videos and decide to spend more time introducing and reflecting and interacting about the scripts. As a default, The Wisdom Seminar recommends shooting for a two hour experience in this format:

· 55 Minutes	Session 1: Pursue
· 10 Minutes	Break
· 55 Minutes	Session 2: Partner and Pass It On




Session 1: Pursue

1. What is Wisdom Worth? (3:20)

Lead In:

· What is something worth?
· Some things are worth more than money. 
· Your eyes
· Your ears
· Your sense of touch
· Your marriage
· Story of Rachel: All of Bill Gates’ money or your dad?
· Wisdom, like those we love, is one of those things. Let’s take a look at this first video, “What is Wisdom Worth?” This video is 3 minutes and 20 seconds.

· While you watch, ask yourself this question,

“What is wisdom worth to me?”


Reflect:

· And so, here we are, investing two hours to a seminar dedicated to this gem called wisdom.
· This jewel is worth so much. It’s something you want for yourself. It’s something you want for those you love most. 


2. The Beginning of Wisdom (The Fear of the Lord) (3:07)

Lead In:

· I like to think of the pursuit of wisdom as the pursuit of a hidden treasure. And I like to think of the Book of Proverbs as the map that guides us to the hidden treasure. That map tells us just where to begin. And if we begin somewhere other than the beginning, we’ll likely lose our way on the trail or never even find the trail in the first place.
· This 3 minute and 7 second video ends with a prayer—and that prayer is designed to align our heart with the heart of God as we embark on the pursuit of wisdom. I encourage you to center your heart and to lift that prayer to God as the prayer of your own heart.

Reflect:

· And so, we have the trailhead of the path to wisdom clearly designated by the Fear of the Lord.
· I like words and I like synonyms which are words that express the same meaning with a different word. In my reflections on the Fear of the Lord I’ve run in to two words or phrases that I think are near synonyms for it.

· They are:
· The first is “Humility.”

Humility is the rejection of pride. It is the proper posture toward the God who made us and owns us. Without humility, there can be no deep acquisition of wisdom.
· The second is “Jesus is Lord.” What Solomon articulated as “the fear of the Lord” in his Old Testament era preceding Christ I think closely resembles that blessed phrase in the New Testament of “Jesus is Lord.” Both of these phrases lead to wisdom. I’d refer you here to Philippians 2:10-11 which states:

“…that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.”

Attitudinally, the phrases “the fear of the LORD” and “Jesus is Lord” are quite closely knit together.

The fear of the Lord is not something to run from. It’s something wonderful to embrace and cherish and seek to more deeply understand.



3. A Wisdom Sampler (5:52)

Lead In:

· Did you know wisdom has a taste?
· We’ll talk more about why wisdom’s “taste” is important.
· What is a proverb? Proverbs 1 describes a proverb as a “saying of the wise.” We might describe a proverb as a small “pouch of wisdom” concisely contained in a few brief words poetically expressed. Similar to a grocery store check out stand having candy bars densely packed with sugar, the Book of Proverbs has over 900 verses densely packed with wisdom. 
· Rather than describe the taste of wisdom here, I would like to give you an actual taste of wisdom in this next video which allows you to experience an expression of wisdom from each of the 31 chapters of the Book of Proverbs.
· Think of it as a box of chocolates, with 31 different samples, infused with the honey-like taste of wisdom. For the next 5 minutes and 52 seconds, please sit back, receive and enjoy this gift of 31 wisdom nuggets. The Book of Proverbs is a living mountain riddled with gleaming gems just waiting for you to uncover.  
· This is the longest video in The Wisdom Seminar. It’s 5 minutes and 52 seconds. It’s about the amount of time it takes you to walk a quarter mile at a casual pace.

Reflect:

· You’ve just experienced a taste of the riches of the Book. But there is a lot, lot more there for you to discover and benefit from.
· There you saw 31 glimpses of wisdom. The whole book has 915 verses. That’s 15,038 words. Here’s a question for you: Is there an insight to be discovered in each word of Proverbs? I personally think there are multiple insights in every word, perhaps countless insights. But let’s say the Lord were to open up 5 insight per word over the course of some years? That would be over 75,000 insights. At one insight a day, that would hold you for over 200 years!
· Think of this: Billy Graham read a chapter of Proverbs every day for over 70 years!



4. Invitation to The Wisdom Challenge (2:55)

Lead In:

Note: Feel free to share your own involvement in reading through Proverbs. And/Or share my story (Ron Forseth):
· So nine years ago God did a work in me that I rank as the #2 spiritual milestone, second only to my own conversion to Christ in 1979. 
· On Match 1, 2012, I was moved by God to begin reading a chapter of Proverbs each day. I’m so convinced that it was God’s idea because so much good has come from it. For a short while I did it by myself but the experience was so sweet I couldn’t keep it to myself. I started inviting friends to join me in what has come to be known as “The Wisdom Challenge.” In the past 104 months, I’ve shared the journey with 187 different people. And each time I do it with someone, I encourage them to do it with at least 12 others. I don’t have a clear count, but I do know that there are thousands who have now experienced The Wisdom Challenge. It could even be in the tens of thousands at this point. Only God knows. My dream is that The Wisdom Challenge will inspire millions to earnestly pursue wisdom.
· One fun one for me is I did it with my friend Dan Britton nine years ago. Dan is the Chief Staff Officer for Fellowship of Christian Athletes. He did The Challenge with his Eurasia Director. And his Eurasia Director did it with Ben Zobrist. Ben was the MVP of the World Series when the Cubs won it all in 2016.
· Though this  video is just 2 minutes and 55 seconds, it is at the heart of what makes The Wisdom Seminar most impactful.

Reflect:

· If wisdom is more precious than rubies, seeking wisdom by just a single pass through Proverbs is like asking God to fill a thimble when He stands ready to fill a wheel barrel. One pass undershoots the opportunity! We recommend you earnestly pursue wisdom and set the goal of experiencing the book of  Proverbs with at least 12 different people.
· I’d like to ask you this question: Who in your life would you like to give the gift of wisdom to? Who would benefit from going through the Book of Proverbs with you?

· Note: We who present The Wisdom Seminar do not lift ourselves up as the source of wisdom. We lift up the Book of Proverbs as God’s gift specifically given as a storehouse of wisdom so that we might earnestly search the Book and become wise.
· 

5. The Daily Wisdom Habit: Part 1 (5:17)

Lead In:

· Let me ask you about this word “habit”…how would you define it? Is a habit a good thing? Or is a habit a bad thing? The dictionary defines it as:

“…a settled or regular tendency or practice, especially one that is hard to give up.”

· The problem with New Year’s Resolutions: They are almost always broken. Whether it’s a good habit you are trying to start or a bad habit you are trying to stop.
· Good:
· Exercise every day. 
· Eat vegetables every day. 
· Do your devotions every day. 
· Bad:
· Stop smoking. 
· Stop drinking. 
· Stop gambling.
· The beautiful think is that wisdom is the key to starting good habits and stopping bad habits. Getting a little bit of wisdom in this regard can help you develop the habit of getting more wisdom.
· There are three bits of wisdom that will help you and those you share The Wisdom Challenge with to establish a new habit.


Let’s get a peek at the power of a habit in this 5 minute and 17 second video…

Reflect:

· The main threat to successfully giving away the gift of wisdom through The Wisdom Challenge? Your Proverbs Partner breaks the cadence and fails to share their choice verse and reflection on a daily basis. Once they miss more than one day in a row, the entire experience is threatened.
· Two great resources packed with life-changing wisdom:
· The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg.
· Atomic Habits by James Clear.
· On March 1, 2012 I (Ron Forseth) had a conversation with God. It changed my life.
· “Eat spiritual food before you each physical food.”
· The priority of the morning. Jesus modelled it. I recommend breakfast as hedge against the rest of the day. Read the Bible before you break your night time fast.


Session 2: Partner and Pass It On

1. Finding Proverbs Partners (3:50)

Lead In:

· I think I’ve done The Wisdom Challenge with my wife about ten times. With my two (grown) kids I’ve done it a combined 10 times. With my brother. With my godson. With my nephew. With many clients. With my high school classmate. With my nephew. With bosses. With Direct reports. With my colleagues’ kids. With my college roommate.
· Finding a Proverbs Partner is truly a fun adventure. Just yesterday I was having lunch with a former colleague and I told him about my custom of reading through Proverbs with a different person each month. He told me it was perfect as he was on Psalm 140 and reading a chapter a day.
· This video is just shy of 4 minutes long.

Reflect:

· My (Ron Forseth) backlist: 62 people I’d like do The Challenge with.
· Handling rejection—which is rare.
· It’s like giving away money. I’ve never had someone regret they’ve done it. I’ve had many people tell me it has changed their lives—including the gentleman I’m doing it with this month—a colleague of my wife.



2. Wisdom or Jesus? (5:19)

Lead In:

· I’m obsessed with wisdom.

“Get wisdom, get understanding;
do not forget my words or turn away from them...
The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom.
Though it cost all you have, get understanding.”


Get wisdom! Get! Get! Get! Get!

· Focus. Obsession. Determination. Enthusiasm.
· Am I pursuing wisdom to the detriment of my pursuit of Christ?
· Let’s take a look at this pivotal 5 minute and 19 second video that sheds some light on this question.

Reflect:

· The Spirit of Christ. The Spirit of Wisdom. Heart for Wisdom. Heart for God. These converge and are hardly distinguishable.
· My primary definition of Wisdom:

Unity with God.

When I pursue wisdom, I pursue God. 
· Another Definition of Wisdom:

Thinking the thoughts of God
with the mind of God and
seeing the world through the eyes of God.

· It is a mystery. But the choice between Jesus and wisdom is not an either or proposition. The pursuit of wisdom enhances our pursuit of Christ.



3. Wisdom, The $259 Trillion Fish (5:08)

Lead In:

· Speaking of obsession, there is a verse that says we are supposed to call wisdom our sister and understanding our close relative. Instead of calling wisdom my sister, I (Ron Forseth) decided to call my fish “Wisdom.”
· This next video is out of the box. But it contains a very special message about just how special you are. The God of Wisdom has a special message for you which I will share with you after the video.
· This video is a highly packed 5 minutes and 8 seconds. It’s got a lot of math. And physics. And biology. And it will stretch your mind. Don’t worry about comprehending every calculation. But focus on the big picture of what it’s saying.

Reflect:

· At the heart of wisdom is knowing God.
· The Gospel is our restored opportunity to know our incredible Creator.
· Our mind-boggling creation as individual human beings. You. Me. Incredible!
· Our devastating fall. The ultimate in foolishness. The antithesis of wisdom.
· The excruciating cross. The price God paid to bring us back. That’s LOVE! It doesn’t get any better than that LOVE of God for us.
· Our glorious restoration. A new heart. The Spirit of God Himself within us.
· The opportunity to believe and receive.
God,
· I believe you when you say I’ve sinned against you and that broke my relationship with you.
· I believe you when you say Jesus died on the cross to atone for my sins.

· God brought you out of nothingness when he created you the first time.
· God can bring you out of death to life if you’ll say yes to him today.



Session 3: Pass It On

4. Growing Your Wisdom Tree (2:49)

Lead In:

· Jesus got multiplication. He got exponentiation. There are two billion Christians on earth today to prove it.
· He offered something of value. He offered it for free. He didn’t charge for it. And he didn’t pay people to give it to others.
· Through The Wisdom Challenge, you have the opportunity to distribute the gift of wisdom to thousands by building your own Wisdom Tree.
· This 2 minutes and 49 seconds might just contain the most impact message you’ve ever heard.

Reflect:

· I keep track of my wisdom tree manually at the moment.
· Software tool is coming at WisdomChallenge.com.
· You’ll see that the website is under construction.
· Target arrival: December 2020.



5. Invitation to The Wisdom Society (1:39)

Lead In:

· Isn’t once through Proverbs enough?
· You don’t win the Olympics by running a mile once. It takes LOTS of laps.
· Can’t I do it by myself?
· It’s more likely you’ll dry up.
· You’re more likely to tube out.
· You’ll miss sharing with and learning from others.
· Community makes the difference between success and failure.
· This short 1 minutes and 39 second video invites you to join a community in pursuit of wisdom.

Reflect:

· Basic—Purpose to pursue wisdom.
· Silver—Many of you are already at this level. You’ve shared a month with another.
· Gold—Do it for a year.
· Ruby—Build a tree with 100 in it.
· Each time you reach a higher level, The Wisdom Society provide a Certificate of Membership:
· Basic
· Silver
· Gold
· Ruby!
Reminder:
· The Seminar is free.
· Membership in the society is free.



Optional Video: 19 Ways to Add Years to Your Life (3:11)

Lead In:

· What would you say if someone offered you the opportunity to live ten years longer and add a healthy decade on to your lifespan?
· What would that decade be worth to you?
· And what would you say if you could add a decade of healthy living to the lifespan of 10 other people you love?
· What would those 100 years of healthy living be worth?
· On five occasions Proverbs promises longer life by the application of wisdom:

The Promise to Live Longer from Wisdom

“...for they will prolong your life many years
and bring you peace and prosperity.”


“Long life is in her right hand;
in her left hand are riches and honor.”


“Listen, my son, accept what I say, 
and the years of your life will be many.”


“For through wisdom your days will be many,
and years will be added to your life.”


“The fear of the Lord adds length to life,
but the years of the wicked are cut short.”


· Take 3 minutes and 11 seconds to hopefully add a healthy decade to your life.

Reflect:

· Foolishness decreases our lifespan.
· Wisdom increases our lifespan.
· What foolish practice can you let go of that will increase your lifespan?
· Would you like to avoid getting Alzheimer’s?
· Resource: 
· Prevent Alzheimer’s with this book:
· You Can Fix Your Brain
· by Dr. Tom O’bryan
6. The Ultimate Philanthropy (4:14)

Lead In:

· The Two Wisest Things We Can Do:
· Secure your eternity in glory.
· Share the treasure of Jesus and eternity with others.
· This 4 minute and 14 second video could turn you into an Ultimate Philanthropist. Have a look…

Special Request of Certified Presenters:

This last video is our attempt to offer participants to participate in wisely making an eternal difference. The Wisdom Society and DCPI humbly ask you to present this opportunity with faith and heart. We ask you to pray for the participants and the lost people they might help reach through “The Ultimate Philanthropy” of sharing Christ with others—even those we won’t meet until we get to heaven.

Reflect:

· 10 trillion plus years. $10 trillion plus dollars. What an honor to distribute the gift of eternal salvation for free.
· DCPI’s best research has found that 101 people come to Christ through the average DCPI church planter in the first five years after being trained.
· What is 100 x $10 trillion? One quadrillion.
· $30 becomes $1,000,000,000,000,000!
· A small, small seed. A huge, huge yield.
· DCPI: Over 300,000 church planters trained. Approaching one million churches planted. A vision to plant 5 million churches. Well on their way!
· I’d like to ask you a question: Would you ask God about investing $30 in DCPI to train one church planter somewhere in the world?


Certification of Wisdom Seminar Presenters

· Imagine the impact of Presenting The Wisdom Seminar to your flock:
· The propagation of wisdom among your people.
· The evangelistic opportunity to present the gospel.
· The kingdom impact of training church planters.

If you’d like to be certified to present these materials to your church or group and gain access to the Presenter’s Master Document, you can do so in five easy steps:
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Churchwide Campaign

The Wisdom Seminar is producing a churchwide campaign for helping your take your whole congregation on a journey in the pursuit of wisdom. One resource to help you is a sermon series by Dr. Hal Seed which includes the following:
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Additional Optional Videos for The Wisdom Seminar Are Under Development

Learning Wisdom from the Animal Kingdom
25 Benefits of Wisdom
How to Use Lenses in Your Proverbs Reading
How to Memorize a Chapter of Proverbs
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The Five Affirmations for
Certified Presenters

O 1 have attended all sessions of The Wisdom Seminar for
Pastors and Leaders.

011 genuinely affirm the Statement of Faith of The Wisdom
Society (which is The Nicene Creed).

0 I agree to share The Wisdom Seminar materials free of charge.
O I agree to report my results of attendee names and emails at

WisdomSeminar,com/Report each time I present The Wisdom
Seminar. (Attendees will all receive a “Certificate of
Completion” from The Wisdom Society.)

O I agree to show all core videos each time I present The
Wisdom Seminar.
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Sermon Series:

The Wonder of Wisdom

Outlines and Manuscripts witin by Dr. Hal Seed; Edited by Ron Forseth
Purpose: To cngage  whole church i the pursuit of wisdorn together.

Sermon 1: The Wages of Wisdom
Sermon 2: The Well of Wisdom

Sermon 3: The “With” of Wisdom
Sermon 4: The Weight of Wisdom
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